21* Sunday After Pentecost
October 13, 2024 10:15 am

Prelude

Welcome

The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what he should do to inherit eternal life is a good
man, sincere in his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus looked on him and
loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell all
you own and give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the message that we will
find life by consuming. Our assemblies counter this message with the invitation to find
life by divesting for the sake of the other.

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our
lips, but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war
within us cause conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first we make
distinctions among ourselves. We place the needs of the poor and the suffering
last. In your great mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us with grace in
time of need, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace you
have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, your sins
are forgiven. Amen.

Gathering Hymn: ELW #532 “Gather Us In”

1. Here in this place the new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished
away; see in this space our fears and our dreamings brought her to you in
the list of this day. Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in, the
blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at
the sound of our name.

2. We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, we are the old who yearn for your
face; we have been sung throughout all of hist’ry, called to be light to the
whole human race. Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, gather us in, the
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, give us the
courage to enter the song.



3. Here we will take the wine and the water, here we will take the bread of
new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daughters, call us anew to
be salt for the earth. Give us to drink the wine of compassion, give us to eat
the bread that is you; nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are
holy and hearts that are true.

4. Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away
her in this place the new light is shining, now is the kingdom, and now is
the day. Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us your
own; gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and bone.
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Prayer of the Day

Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking
what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of
your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Readings and Psalwy

First Reading: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15

Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During a time of great
prosperity in the northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet speaks to the wealthy upper
class. He warns his listeners that fulfilling God’s demand for justice brings blessing,
while corruption and oppression incur God’s wrath.

6Seek the LorD and live,
or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire,
and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.

’Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
and bring righteousness to the ground!

10They hate the one who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor the one who speaks the truth.

Therefore because you trample on the poor
and take from them levies of grain,

you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not live in them;

you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.

2For I know how many are your transgressions,
and how great are your sins—

you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and push aside the needy in the gate.

13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time;
for it is an evil time.

14Seek good and not evil,
that you may live;



and so the LorD, the God of hosts, will be with you,
just as you have said.

15Hate evil and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;

it may be that the LorD, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

Psalm: Psalm 90:12-17

1250 teach us to number our days
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

13Return, O LorD; how long will you tarry?
Be gracious to your servants.

l4Gatisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning;
so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days.

1>Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us
and as many years as we suffered adversity.

16Show your servants your works,
and your splendor to their children.

1”May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us;
prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.

Second Reading: Hebrews 4:12-16

We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom we are
completely accountable. Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human weakness and
temptations, because he also experienced them. Therefore we can approach the throne
of grace to receive divine mercy from Christ.

’Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 1And before him no creature is hidden, but all are
naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.

14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. '>For we do not have a high
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every
respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. '°Let us therefore approach the
throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in
time of need.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. Alleluia. (Matt. 5:3)

The Holy Gospel according to the book of Mark, beginning with the Tenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Mark 10:17-31



Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes. Now, a
conversation with a rich man brings his message home to the disciples in a way that is
surprising but unforgettable.

7As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 8Jesus said to him,
“Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. °You know the
commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not
steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and
mother.”” 2He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” ?!Jesus,
looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give
the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow

me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many
possessions.

23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “"How hard it will be for those
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 2*And the disciples were perplexed at
these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the
kingdom of God! ?°It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” “°They were greatly astounded and
said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” 2’Jesus looked at them and said, “For
mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”

’8peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” ?°Jesus
said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or
mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good
news, 3°who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and
sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come
eternal life. 3'But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: ELW #655 "“"Son of God, Eternal Savior”

1. Son of God, eternal Savior, source of life and truth and grace, Word made
flesh, whose birth among us hallows all our human race, you our head,
who, throned in glory, for your own will ever plead: fill us with your love
and pity, heal our wrong, and help our need.

2. As you, Lord, have lived for others, so may we for others live. Freely have
your gifts been granted; freely may your servants give. Yours the gold and
yours the silver, yours the wealth of land and sea; we but stewards of your
bounty held in solemn trust will be.

3. Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of love and Prince of peace; hush
the storm of strife and passion, bid its cruel discords cease. By your
patient years of toiling, by your silent hours of pain, quench our fevered
thirst of pleasure, stem our selfish greed of gain.



4. Son of God, eternal Savior, source of life and truth of grace, Word made
flesh, whose birth among us hallows all our human race: by your praying,
by your willing that your people should be one, grant, oh, grant our hope’s
fruition: hear on earth your will be done.
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Offering

Offering Hymn: ELW #686 “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 15 verse

1. We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.
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Offering Prayer

Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and
with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
God of grace, hear our prayer.

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. It is right to give thanks and praise.



Preface

Thanksgiving at the Table

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Distribution Hymn: ELW #712

“"Lord, Whose Love In Humble Service”

1. Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, who
upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed; we, your
servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; consecrating to
your purpose ev'ry gift which you impart.

2. Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; still the
captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. As you, Lord, in
deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, by your Spirit send
your power to our world to make it whole.

3. As we worship, grant is vision, till your love’s revealing light in its height
and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, making known
the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, stirring us to ardent
service, your abundant life to share.

4. Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go, to the
child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show; hope and health,
good will and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give, that your servants,
Lord, in freedom many your mercy know and live.
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Post-communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

Blessing
God all mighty, God most merciful + bless you, keep you, and give you peace. Amen.

Sending Hymn: ELW #810 "O Jesus, I Have Promised”



1. O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; remain forever near me,
my master and my friend. I shall not fear the battle if you are by my side,
nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide.

2. Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ever near, I see the sights that
dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear. My foes are ever near me, around me
and within; but, Jesus, then draw nearer to shield my soul from sin.

3. Oh, let me hear you speaking in accents clear and still above the storms of
passion, the murmurs of self will. Now speak to reassure me, to hasten or
control; now speak and make me listen, O Guardian of my soul.

4. O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you that where you are in
glory your servant shall be too. And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to
the end; oh, give me grace to follow, my master and my friend.
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Announcements

e Bible Study @ Calvary Wednesday morning at 9 am.

e Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner @ Scandian Grove Lutheran Church in
Norseland, MN. Saturday, November 2, 2024 from 11 am to 3 pm.
Carryout is an option.

e 2" Annual Women's event, “Warm your Heart with Plaid” Saturday,
November 9, 2024, from 9 am to 1 pm @ Bethlehem LC.

e Looking for a volunteer to serve on the Welcome Team for the family
we are sponsoring, the Cruz Family. Meetings are 1 per month.

e Cookbook found.
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